[Anesthesia induction for patients with cervical spinal disease].
In the cases in which the flexibility of the patient's neck is limited, it is often difficult to achieve intubation. Fiberoptic intubation has been chosen for patients with arthroses. However, as it requires techniques, it has been difficult for inexperienced anesthesiologists. Awake induction using AirWay Scope was performed for 8 patients with cervical spinal diseases. Midazolam, propofol or dexmedetomidine is selected as a sedative drug. Intubation was performed easily and safely without any complications in all cases. No patients had memories of intubation. Awake intubation using AirWay Scope for patients with cervical spinal diseases is a safe and useful anesthesia method. As dexmedetomidine causes no respiratory depression and can expect cooperation from patients, it may give safe and efficient sedation in awake intubation cases.